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arm. It may contain the whiskers of a particularly
dangerous panther or tiger killed by a spear on
which a spell had been laid, or the claw of a were-
leopard that no trap or pitfall could take. The
old man in the picture is wearing a charm round
the arm above the elbow.
Their religion is animistic. They worship the
spirits of the forests, using blood sacrifices in their
pujah. In the days before British rule they
probably offered human beings to their gods. A
human sacrifice is now treated as a murder; if
attempted without the co-operation of others, it is
treated as suicide*
An old man very similar to the one here
pictured threw himself before the wheels of the
motor car in which Sir Arthur and Lady Lawley
were driving when on tour through the district
Fortunately they were proceeding at a slow pace
at the time on account of the crowd that lined the
road, and the projected sacrifice was prevented.
No explanation was given by the man for his
action, nor by the crowd, assembled probably to
see it They were satisfied, no doubt, that the
attempt had been made; and if the God of the
English Governor chose to avert it, the will must
be taken for the deed by the spirits of the forest